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Janice L Cooper

Monrovia, Liberia

Academic Training
University of Essex, B.A. (Honors), 1981, Colchester, England
Columbia University, MPA, 1987, New York, NY, USA
Harvard University, MPA-MC, 2000, Cambridge, MA, USA
Harvard University, Ph.D. Health Policy, 2004, Cambridge, MA, USA




Dissertation: Predictors of Treatment Options: Children with ADHD, Florida Medicaid Program

Committee: Meredith Rosenthal (Advisor), Richard Frank (Chair), Allan Brandt

Traineeships:

Pre-doctoral Trainee, NIMH, 2000        


Fellowship in Medical Ethics, Harvard Medical School, 2002
Short-term consultant: Facilitator, Stakeholders Consultation Workshop for Addressing Institutional Binding Constraints to Achieving Desired Health Outcomes, Ministry of Health & The World Bank, February 13-15, 2019, Monrovia, Liberia
Research Interests:

Global Mental Health, Child Mental Health, Mental Health Services Research, Mental Health Emergencies, Training in Low-income Settings, Psychosocial Responses in Humanitarian Settings
Professional Experience:

Special Assignment
Co-Chair Psychosocial Pillar

Incident Management System, National Ebola Response

Monrovia, Liberia

September 2014 – May 2015
Led the psychosocial component of the National Ebola Response.  Oversees implementation and coordination, supports the development and operation of the National Survivor Network, the support for vulnerable groups especially orphans and children, and providing psychosocial support for affected populations.  Reports to the IMS Chair.  Responsible for development of policy documents on children, survivors and affected persons, including the clinical and non-clinical management for psychosocial interventions in Ebola Treatment Units.  Responded to specific issues involving persons with mental health conditions in treatment unit. Facilitated links with Mental Health Clinicians trained by The Carter Center under MOHSW’s auspices. Supported LiCORMH to secure funding and to implement programming and evaluation during the Ebola outbreak and its aftermath from United Action Fund-Africa (UAF-A) and War Trauma Foundation.  These grants supported health care worker training, community healing dialogues and evaluation of the psychological first aid program during the Ebola outbreak and its aftermath.  Worked with ICRC to facilitate training of mental health workers at various levels.  Spear-headed unrestricted funding to MOHSW for Ebola.  Supported training of Mental Health Clinicians trained by The Carter Center under MOHSW’s auspices.  Represented, at request of MOH, The Carter Center at various meetings and Subcommittees.  Co-chaired the Psychosocial Subcommittee. Invited Member of the Social Mobilization Subcommittee.

Advisor on Global Mental Health 
The Carter Center

March 2019-Present

In this new role, responsible directly to the Mental Health Director to work on special projects, advise on the Liberia Mental Health Program and cultivate new business and areas of work.  Advise the Mental Health Program Lead in the Liberia and represent The Carter Center Mental Health Program at national and international meetings.  Among these new areas of work include working with United For Global Mental on Liberia’s involvement in the campaign and on a special financing project for mental health in Liberia.  Develop a program area that adapts and adopts Thinking Healthy and the Caregiver Skills Training Program to Liberia.  Support the efforts to bring new donors to support mental health services in Liberia and to identify avenues for the Liberian government  to invest in mental health and meet the targets of the Mental Health Policy and Strategic Plan.  Support the transfer of the Child & Adolescent Mental Health Clinician Training Program to the Liberia Government through delivery at the Deanna K. Isaacson School of Midwifery in Zwedru.  Support services expansion through the rollout of training of teachers in the School Health Manual Liberia and in Brain Science through curriculum adoption by the Ministry of Education.  Provide technical support to Liberia Center for Outcomes Research in Mental Health & Cultivation for Users’ Hope.
Country Representative Mental Health/Project Lead

Mental Health Program Liberia

The Carter Center

October 2010 – February 2019
Adjunct Assistant Professor

Health Policy & Management 

Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University

April 2012 – 2019
Oversaw the Carter Center’s initiatives in mental health in the Liberia. Served as The Carter Center representative for the Technical Coordinating Committee of the Ministry of Health (MOH) in Liberia. Served on the Epilepsy Task Force.  Represented The Carter Center at meetings, conferences and other events. Worked with the Liberian Government through the MOH to develop strategies for the implementation of the National Mental Health Policy.  Managed a six month intensive post-basic training program for nurses and physician assistants in mental health, coordinating six clinical sites.  Trained and supported credentialing of 268 mental health clinicians. Spearheaded a three-pronged approach to implementing the MOH’s plan in collaboration with Ministry partners that includes, stigma reduction and family support, human resource development and making policy operational.   Managed multiple research and evaluation efforts.  Partnered with the MOH, related ministries and relevant partners.   Managed a $3.2 million funded project to provide mental health services and supports to over 25,000 individuals in Montserrado and Margibi counties funded by the Japanese Social Development Fund through the World Bank.  The grant created a new clinical specialty in nursing practice that led the certification of 101 mental health clinicians, supported the training of 280 educators in mental health and neuroscience and 77 mid-level heath care workers in mh-GAP-ig.  Oversaw the establishment and operation of 7 school-based clinics in schools with enrollments that totaled over 7,000 students.  Co-led the training, adaptation and implementation of the WHO School Health Manual Liberia that included the training of 180 teachers in the SHM-L and 101 teachers in neuroscience.  Supported implementation of anti-stigma program in mental health that provided programming for over 560 individuals.   Provided technical assistance in the drafting of, and led advocacy efforts that resulted in the passage of Liberia’s first mental health law.  Co-wrote the Ministry of Health’s Mental Health Policy and Strategic Plan 2016-2021 and drafted a concept paper in addressing addiction in Liberia.  Supported the development and evolution of the Liberia Center for Outcomes Research in Mental Health.   Contributed to the Lancet Commission on Global Mental Health and with specific attention to the section on human rights.  Represented The Carter Center Mental Health Program at major meetings and conferences in Global Mental Health.   Responsible for 15 staff. 
National Center for Children in Poverty

Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University

Interim Director  (2009-2010)

Director of Health & Mental Health (2005-2009)

Assistant Clinical Professor Child Health Policy and Management

Department of Health Policy and Management

June 2005 – October 2010

Directed NCCP's health and mental health work. This included Unclaimed Children Revisited: a three year, multi-method, multi-phase study of child mental health policy in the United States.  The study involved over 850 participants and encompassed a national survey and four sub-studies.  Responsible for analyses and dissemination in conjunction with a national advisory committee, and a team of senior researchers. Provided leadership, coordinates and manages other projects related to child and family mental health. These included Project THRIVE, a government-sponsored policy center to support early childhood comprehensive systems; and, an Adolescent Health Initiative, a privately-backed initiative to establish a 50-state policy database on adolescent health and well-being.  Conducted primary and secondary data analyses. Assisted in developing partnerships and new opportunities.  Represented the NCCP at major national meetings on health and mental health. Principal investigator and co-investigator on numerous studies. Directly supervised staff of seven full-time equivalent staff.  Led an organization of 40 employees.  Taught a child health course at the School of Public Health during the fall semester.   
Abt Associates Inc       
                                                                                              

Cambridge, MA

Associate 
August 2004 - May 2005

Contributed significantly to sales and proposals efforts, coordinated and reviewed the child mental health portfolio.  Managed contributions of junior staff, led and coordinated components of large projects with responsibility for budgets, project deliverables, client relations and staff supervision.  Provided health services research techniques, concepts and methods. Worked with applications programming staff to analyze data, review applications, data sets and models for anomalies to ensure accuracy, establish an industry presence as a subject-matter expert by presenting at annual conferences and meetings.  Among the specific projects:  Staffed two elements of Decision Support 2000+ Mental Health Portal, web portal that allows mental health consumers, providers, insurers and payers to submit and analyze information required by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.  Led the qualitative analysis component of a Centers of Medicare & Medicaid-sponsored case study of the Texas Vendor Drug Program. Contributed to the national evaluation for Healthy Start and to the development of a screening initiative for special needs children in the District of Columbia. Led efforts to expand behavioral health market to child mental health.

Mn. Dept. of Human Services                                                                                   
444 Lafayette Street,

St. Paul, MN

Director, Children’s Mental Health Division
September 1996- July 1999

Developed and implemented statewide evaluation plans for children’s mental health that included standardized data elements to reflect functionality, symptoms and consumer satisfaction.

Established parent and youth advocacy positions to inform state policy. Led expansion of local system of care statewide from 13 to 35 counties. Increased statewide budgetary allocation to over $18 million. Supported models of mental health care integration that included parent involvement and wraparound in managed care.

Expanded Medicaid benefit set to include many non-traditional children’s mental health services.

Infused awareness through the development of a cultural competency strategic plan for children’s mental health that led to specialty provider of color networks, related legislative language and budgetary allocations and cultural competency and leadership training.

Mn. Dept. of Human Services                                                                                    
444 Lafayette Street,

St. Paul, MN

Collaboratives Coordinator, Children’s Initiative

November 1995- August 1996

Secured legislative approval for expansion of children’s mental health collaboratives. Crafted legislative language for collaboratives that facilitated different governance options, data sharing and liability protection.  Implemented statewide wraparound training.

Coalition for School-Based Primary Care                                                               

60 Haven Avenue, 

New York, NY 10032

Director

March 1992- August 1995                  

Secured a 40% increase in legislative appropriations for school-based health centers in New York State. Negotiated an increase in Medicaid reimbursement to school-based clinics that led to increases as high as 300% for some services. Reached agreement with New York State Department of Health to include school-based health care as part of the Medicaid Managed Care benefit set. Supported improvements in operational aspects of school-based health care such as state standards for quality of care, provider patient ratios, service definitions, and improved Medicaid verification. Organized communities with vested interest in health care for children including faith communities and communities of color.

Community Service Society                                                                                      

105 E. 22st, 

New York, NY 10010
Health Care Researcher

January 1991- February 1992                   

Conducted a community needs assessment in Far Rockaway, Queens. Completed physician surveys in Central Harlem and Brooklyn to support policy proposals addressing healthcare access. Maintained health unit’s database and analyzed data for profiles of New York City’s low-income communities to inform policy.
Honors:

Co-Chair, MHPSS in Public Health Emergencies Workgroup, 2019, International Conference on Mental Health and Psychosocial Supports in Crisis Situations 2019, Amsterdam, Netherlands
Beyond Health Award, Boston University School of Public Health, 2017
Mentor, Global Women in Science Leadership, Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR), 
Alberta, Canada, October 6-9, 2016
Member, Lancet Commission on Global Mental Health 2016-2018
Distinguished Service Award for Media Development in Liberia, Female Journalists Association of Liberia, 2016

Recognized by Al Jazeera for International Women’s Day, 2014

Award for Commitment to Children in Poverty in America, National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University, 2014
Member Technical Committee for Mental Health, Ministry of Health, 2010-present
Founding Member, LiCORMH 
Appointed Member, New York State Mental Health Services Council, 2009-2010

Co-Chair-Elect, Multicultural Advisory Committee, New York State Office of Mental Health, 2009

Secretary of the Board of Directors, ACMHA, 2007-2008

Calderone Research Prize for Junior Faculty, 2007

Board of Directors, American Orthopsychiatric Association, 2006-2008
Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Bok Center, Harvard University, 2003

Leadership Fellow, Bush Foundation, 1999-2000


Recipient, Recognition Award for Campaign for Healthy Children, American Academy of Pediatrics,

District II, New York, 1994

Teaching Experience and Responsibilities: 


Child Health Policy, Health Policy & Management

Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health Spring 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010
Periodic teaching at University of Liberia, Emory University 2011-2018
Support and mentor summer interns from the following universities: Emory University School of Public Health, Denver University and Mount Sinai Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center (2010-2018)
Other professional activities 

Short-term Consultant, Health, Nutrition & Population, Africa Central, World Bank, Monrovia, Liberia, 2018
Board Member, Liberia Center for Outcomes Research in Mental Health, 2012-present

University of Washington, Global Mental Health External Advisory Board 2018-present

Peer Reviewer, Grand Challenges Canada 2017-present 
Editorial Board Member, Interventions 2013-present

Consultant, The National Academies, Board on Children, Youth, and Families: Committee on Depression, Parenting Practices, and the Healthy Development of Children, 2008-2009

Reviewer, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 2008-2010
Reviewer, Psychiatric Services, 2007-2010
Reviewer, Child and Youth Care Form, 2007-2010
Selection Committee, Bush Leadership Fellows, Bush Foundation, Chaska, MN, 2006 

Reviewer, Journal of Behavioral Health Services and Research, 2004-6 

Harvard University’s Interfaculty Program on Health System’s Improvement’s first Symposium on Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities Research in the U.S., Boston, 2003 

Convener, Annual Children’s Mental Health Conference, Minnesota, 1996-1999  

Facilitator, Alternative to Violence Program, 1992-1994

Advocate Pro-bono, Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, 1991-1994
Contributor, Lawyers Committee for Human Rights (1991) Critique: Review of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1990, New York, NY
Publications: 

A.  Original, peer-reviewed articles
(1) O. Alonge, S. Sonkarlay, W. Gwaikolo, C. Fahim, J. L. Cooper & D. H. Peters (2019) Understanding the Role of Community Resilience in Addressing the Ebola Virus Disease Epidemic in Liberia: A Qualitative Study (Community Resilience in Liberia), Global Health Action, 12:1, doi: 10.1080/16549716.2019.1662682
(2) Kohrt, B., Mutumba, B. B., Luitel, N. P., Gwaikolo, W., Onyango Mangen, P., Nakku, J., . . . Baingana, F. (2018).
How Competent are Non-Specialists Trained to Integrate Mental Health Services in Primary Care? Global Health
Perspectives from Uganda, Liberia, and Nepal. International Review of Psychiatry, 30 (6):182-198, 

doi:10.1080/09540261.2019.1566116 
(3) Boazak, M., Kohrt, B., Gwaikolo, W., Yoss, S., Sonkarley, S., Strode, P., Compton, M., Cooper, J. (2019).
Law Enforcement and Mental Health Clinician Partnerships in Global Mental Health: Training of Trainers for the
Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Model Adaptation in Liberia, West Africa. Psychiatric Services, 79:8:740-743, doi:10.1176/appi.ps.201800510 
(4) Dubinsky, J., Guzey, S., Schwartz, M., Roehrig, G., Macnabb, C., Hinesley, V., . . . Cooper, J. (2019).  Contributions of Neuroscience Knowledge to Teachers and Their Practice. Neuroscientist. doi:10.1177/1073858419835447
(6) Patel, V., Saxena, S., Lund, C., Thornicroft, G., Baingana, F., Bolton, P., Collins, P.Y., Cooper, J.L., Eaton, J., Herman, H., Herzallah, M.M., Huang, Y., Jordans, M.J.D., Kleinman, A., Medina-Mora, M.E., Morgan, E., Niaz, U., Omigbodun, O., Prince, M., Rahman, A., Saraceno, B., Sarkar, B.K., De Silva, M, Singh, I., Stein, D.J., Sunkel, C., Unutzer, S. (2018) The Lancet Commission on Global Mental Health and Sustainable Development Lancet, 392, 10157:1553-1598. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(18)31612-X. Epub 2018 Oct 9.
(7) Weist, M. D., Bruns, E. J., Whitaker, K., Wei, Y., Kutcher, S., Larsen, T., . . . Short, K. H.

(2017). School Mental Health Promotion and Intervention: Experiences from Four Nations. School Psychology
International, 38(4), 343-362. doi:10.1177/0143034317695379
(8) Samuels, F., Jones, N.  with Bassam Abu Hamad, Janice Cooper, and Ananda Galappatti (2015). Rebuilding Adolescent Girls’ Lives in Fragile and Post-Conflict Context: The Importance of Mental Health and Psychosocial Supports in Gaza, Liberia and Sri Lanka, London, England, ODI. 

(9) Cooper, J.L. (2015). Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in the face of Ebola in Liberia: the Personal and Professional Intersect.  A Personal Account. Intervention. Volume 13, No. 1. pp. 45-84. 

(10)  Kohrt, B. A., Blasingame, E., Compton, M.T., Dakana, S.F., Dossen, B., Lang, F., Strode, P., and Cooper, J.  (2015). Adapting the Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Model of Police-Mental Health Collaboration in a Low-Income, Post-Conflict Country: Curriculum Development in Liberia, West Africa. American Journal of Public Health.105(3):e73-80 doi:10.2105/AJPH.2014.302394. Epub 2015. Jan. 20 

(11) Jones, N., Cooper, J., Presler-Marshall, E., Walker, D.  (2014). The Fallout of Rape as a Weapon of War, The Life-long and Intergenerational Impact of Sexual Violence in Conflict, London, England, ODI.

(12) Cooper, J. and Aratani, Y. (2014) Children’s Mental Health Policies in the United States: Perspectives from Advocates and State Leaders.  Health Expectations: An International Journal of Public Participation and in Health Care and Health Policy. First published online.

(13) Alyosi, A., Samuel, D, Schuetz-Mueller, J., Presley, R., Cooper, J.L., Katz, C. (2013). Mothers in Distress: Cases from the Maternal-Child Health Consultation Service. Childhood in Africa, Vol. 3, 1.

(14) Cooper, J. and Aratani, Y. (2013) By What Yardstick Should We Measure Success in Child Welfare Policy? CW360. Winter 14-16.

(15) Cooper, J. and Aratani, Y. (2013). Stalled on the Roadmap? The Status of Cultural and Linguistic Competence-Related Policies that Impact Children’s Mental Health.  Primary Care. 3: 143.

(16) Aratani, Y. and Cooper, J. (2012). The Effects of Runaway-Homeless Episodes on High School Dropout. Youth & Society 0044118X12456406. Published online.
(17) Aratani, Y. and Cooper, J. (2012). Racial and Ethnic Disparities in the Continuation of Community-based Children’s Mental Health Services.  Journal of Behavioral Health Services and Research, 39 (2), 116-129.

(18) Cooper, J.L. and Aratani, Y. (2009). The Status of States’ Policies to Support Evidence-Based
Practices in Children’s Mental Health. Psychiatric Services, 60(12), 1672-1675.

(19) Cooper, J. L. (2008).  The Federal Case for School-Based Mental Health Services and Supports.
Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry. 47, 4-8.
(20) Knitzer, J.; & Cooper, J. (2006).  Beyond Integration: Challenges for Children's Mental Health. Health Affairs, 25(3), 670-679.

B.  Case reports

(1) Integrating Clinical Research into Epidemic Response (2017).
(2) Cooper, J.L. & Libanora, R. (2013). Report on Comparative Study of Community Mental Health in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: Liberia Case Study, Monrovia, Liberia.

(2)  Puetz, T., Cooper, J., Franklin, D., George-Williams, E. & Presley, R. (2012). The Accessibility of Psychotropic Medicines in Liberia. Evaluation Report, The Carter Center, Atlanta, GA.

(4) Cooper, J., (2005).  Chapter 2. Process and Impact Data. Wrobel, M., Schondelmeyer,  S., Agrawal, S., and Cooper, J. Case Study of the Texas Vendor Drug Program’s Approach to Estimating Drug Acquisition Costs.  Final Report to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS), Contract #500-00-049, Task Order 1. Cambridge, MA.

(5) Doksum, T., Cooper, J. & Green, A. (2004).  Evaluation of Project Connect:  Results of Interviews with Conference Scholarship Participants. Final Report to Genetic Alliance, Washington, D.C.

C.  Books (Not Applicable)
D.  Review, Chapters and Editorials

(1) Cooper, J.L. and Glayweon, M.J. (2019). Having Belly during Ebola.  In Schwartz, D., Anoko, J.N., and, Abramowitz, S.A. (Eds.). Pregnant in the Time of Ebola: Women and their Children in the 2013-2015 West African Epidemic, Cham, Switzerland: Springer.
(2) Knitzer, J. and Cooper, J. (2016). Giving Knowledge about Children’s Mental Health Away: Challenges and Opportunities. In R. Schaffer & K. Durkin (Eds.). Handbook of Developmental Psychology in Practice: Implementation and Impact, NY: Wiley Blackwell. 
( 3)  Cooper, J. and Presley, R. (2014). Children’s Mental Health Services and the Use of Allied Professionals: Liberia Case Study. In S. Opaku (Ed.) Essentials of Global Mental Health. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

(4) Knitzer, J. and Cooper, J. L. (2009) "Strengthening Policies to Promote Research-Informed Practices."  Committee on Depression, Parenting Practices, and the Healthy Development of Young Children, Institute of Medicine, National Academies of Science.
(5) Nicholson, J., Cooper, J., Fried, R., & Issacs, M. (2008). Children of Parents with Mental Illnesses. In G. Blau & T. Gullotta (Eds.), Family Influences on Childhood Behavior and Development: Evidence-Based Prevention and Treatment Approaches (231-265). New York, NY: Rutledge

E.  Abstracts (Not Applicable)

F. Selected National Center for Children in Poverty Publications

(1) Masi, R.; & Cooper, J. (2006). Children's Mental Health: Facts for Policymakers.  National Center for

from Families and Youth. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.  Families: Financing that Supports Knowledge. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.


(2) Dababnah, S.; &  Cooper, J. (2006). Challenges and Opportunities in Children’s Mental Health: A View

(3) Cooper, Janice L. (2007). Financing Mental Health for Children, Youth and their Families. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.

(4) Cooper, J.;  Masi, R.; Dababnah, S.; Aratani, Y.; & Knitzer, J. (2007). Strengthening Policies to Support Children, Youth and Families Who Experience Trauma. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.

(5) Cooper, J., &  Masi, R. (2007). Child and Youth Emergency Mental Health Care: A National Problem.  National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.

(6) Cooper, J. L., Aratani, Y., Knitzer, J., Douglas-Hall, A., Masi, R., Banghart, P., et  al. (2008). Unclaimed Children Revisited: The Status of Children’s Mental Health Policy in the United States. New York, NY: National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.

(7) Cooper, J. L. (2008). Towards Better Behavioral Health for Children, Youth and their  Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY. 

(8) Cooper, J.L., Theberge, S. & Knitzer, J. (2009). Maternal Depression: Making a Difference Through Community Action: A Planning Guide. With Mental Health America for the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Arlington, VA.
(9) Cooper, J. L., & Knitzer, J. (2008). Re-invigorating the children’s mental health movement: The next generation of reforms.[Electronic Version]. ACMHA Arm Chair Reflections.

(10) Isakson, E. A., Davidson, L., Higgins, L., & Cooper, J. L. (2011). State-level Indicators for Social-emotional Development: Building Better Systems. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.
(11) Yumiko, A., Wright, V. R., & Cooper, J. L. (2011). Racial Gaps In Early Childhood: Socio-emotional Health, Developmental and Educational Outcomes Among African-American Boys. National Center for Children in Poverty, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.
(12) Woods, T. A., Smith, S., & Cooper, J. L. (2010). Promoting the Social-emotional Wellbeing of Infants and Toddlers in Early Intervention Programs: Promising Strategies in Four Communities. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health.  New York, NY.
(13) Skinner, C., Wright, V. R., Aratani, Y., Cooper, J. L., & Thampi, K. (2010). English Language Proficiency, Family Economic Security, and Child Development. National  Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health.  New York, NY.
(14) Schneider, W., Smith, S., Walters, D., & Cooper, J. L. (2010). Promoting Young Children’s Health and Development: Taking Stock of State Policies. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. New York, NY.
(15) Cooper, J. L., Banghart, P., & Aratani, Y. (2010). Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Young Children in the Child Welfare System: What Every Policymaker Should Know. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health.  New York, NY.
(16) Banghart, Patti, Cooper, Janice L. (2010). Unclaimed Children Revisited: Focusing on Outcomes – A Case Study of the Michigan Level of Functioning Project. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. New York, NY.
(17) Isakson, Elizabeth A.; Higgins, Louisa; Davidson, Leslie; Cooper, Janice L. (2009). Indicators for Social-emotional Development in Early Childhood: A Guide for Local Stakeholders.  National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.
(18) Masi, R. & Cooper, J. (2009). Social-emotional Development in Early Childhood: What Every Policymaker Should Know. National Center for Children in Poverty,    Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.
(19) Cooper, J.L., & Vick, J. (2009). Promoting Social-emotional Wellbeing in Early Intervention Services: A Fifty State View. National Center for Children in Poverty, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health, New York, NY.
G. Conference Papers

(1) Zegura, E., Derkits, E., & Cooper, J.L. (2015).  See my Work: Sustaining a Data Reporting
Practice by Mental Health Clinicians in Liberia, International Conference on Information and Communication Technologies in Development, Singapore, May 15-18, 2015.

Examples of Media Coverage of our work:

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/thecure/2013/08/201382781714571311.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/world-july-dec11-liberia_10-05/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/africa-july-dec11-liberia_10-05/
External Services:

Member, Human Subjects Committee, Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, 2002-2004 

Center for Scientific Review, Member, Study Section, March 27, 2015, Washington, D.C.
Ethics Issues in Public Health Containment for Ebola and other Infectious Outbreaks in Low and Middle Income Countries, Member, Expert Working Group, November 17, 2015, Berhman Institute, Baltimore, USA. https://bioethics.jhu.edu/research-and-outreach/projects/ethics-guidance-lessons-from-ebola/
Member, Lancet Commission 2015-2018

Member, Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committee on Clinical Trials during the 2014-2015 Ebola Outbreak

Grant Support Studies:

Use of mhGAP-ig in Pre-Service



Cooper (PI)


This study examines the inclusion of the mh-GAP-ig, a training intervention designed for health care workers in the field, in the pre-service level training of health care workers.  Factors examined include: frequency and intensity of the course, characteristics associated with individual instructors, types and locations of nursing institutions and use of the mh-gap app.  
Role (PI)








Cooper(PI)/Dubinsky (Co-PI)
Assessment of Neuroscience Training for Liberian Educators

This study examines the impact of neuroscience training for primary and secondary school teachers on knowledge of neuroscience and general pedagogy, teacher self-efficacy and general support of students suing the Brain U model. 

Role (PI) 









Cooper(PI)
Supporting Psychosocial Health & Resilience and Improving Child & Adolescent Mental Health in Liberia
This study  evaluates the efficacy and effectiveness of this mental health intervention designed to support student’s learning with a focus on students with social, emotional and behavioral problems. Using survey data that assesses intervention’s effectiveness and trainee’s efficacy at the school and individual levels

.








Cooper
(PI) 

10/14/11-03/19/15

Stigma Associated with Mental Illness in Liberia 


 

This multiple year study examines the factors that reduce stigma and discrimination and tests the effectiveness of a stakeholder engagement model in Liberia among multiple groups including law-enforcement, health care workers, journalists, and religious/traditional leaders.

Role: PI









Cooper (PI)     

    9/26/12-2/15/15

PHQ-9 Liberia Validation Study 

The study aims to validate a Liberian English version of the Patient Health Questionnaire.  Study halted due to Ebola.

Role: PI

Grand Challenges Canada 0091-04 



Baingana (PI) 

    9/12/12-5/16/2016

Mental Health Beyond Facilities (mBEF)         
 

The study aims to test effects of a comprehensive community-based mental health service delivery package in low-resource settings in Liberia, Uganda, and Nepal.  Drawing on evidence-informed strategies, it seeks to demonstrate improved access, functioning and reduce symptoms as well as improved economic well-being among persons with mental health disorders.  

Role: Co-PI







Cooper (PI) 

      3/19/14-3/19/2015

European Union

Comparative Study of MH in Low and Middle Income Countries        

The study objectives sought to highlight problems of access to mental health services, barriers persons with mental health disorders faced, examine the level of inclusion of persons with mental health disabilities in CBR programs and inform efforts to strengthen access to services including CBR services for persons with mental disabilities with a focus on quality rights.



                                                              Cooper (PI) 

      07/10/11-09/10/12

Carter Center
Accessibility and Affordability of Psychotropic Medications in Liberia 

The project’s assessed the quality of policies and standards using a WHO framework to gain insights into the barriers and enabling factors that facilitate access to psychotropic medications in Liberia.  

15602                                                                                           Cooper (PI) 
       11/01/08-12/31/10
    
  

Atlantic Philanthropies, Inc.







Improving the State Policy Context for Comprehensive, Preventive Health Care for Disadvantaged Youth:  A National Initiative.

The project’s goals are to deepen the knowledge base about how state policies promote or inhibit high quality comprehensive preventive health care for disadvantaged youth; develop a cadre of policymakers at the state level who are committed to improving state policies to support preventive health care for disadvantaged youth; and, expand opportunities to support informed public policy through dissemination of critical research, practice and policy information that impact disadvantaged youth. 

Role: Principal Investigator

204.0643                                                                                          Cooper (PI) 
        11/01/07-12/31/09

Annie E. Casey Foundation 

Strengthening Early Childhood Mental Health Supports in the Child Welfare Systems: Putting New Knowledge to Work to identify states which have made policy and practices choices that led to improved mental health for young children involved with child welfare; and, to disseminate information to key child welfare stakeholders about effective strategies to promote the well-being of young children, their parents and their caregivers involved with child welfare.

Role: Principal Investigator

20081194                                                                                            Cooper (PI) 

09/1/08-12/31/09

The California Endowment 

Unclaimed Children Revisited:  California Case Study - Dissemination Phase

This project encompasses three major strategies designed to disseminate the findings of a state case study.  These include web-based information, a year-long public information campaign and efforts to infuse the findings into the research and policy community information infrastructure.

Role: Principal Investigator

MFF 4858-08/CU08-9924                                                                    Cooper (PI)      
01/01/09-3/31/10

A.L. Mailman Family Foundation/The Irving Harris Foundation

State Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Policies:  A 50 State View

The study provides an overview of child mental health policy in the early years.  Project staff will  synthesize data from two discrete NCCP projects, each of which provides a window on state activities, one through the early childhood community, the other through the mental health system, (which are sometimes connected to the early childhood community and sometimes not); develop brief overviews of the strategies being used by states making the most comprehensive efforts, and convene a round table based on the findings to discuss the implications for strengthening the policy frameworks at the state and national levels. 

Role: Principal Investigator

HHSP233200800651P                                                                         Cooper (PI) 

09/8/08-8/10/10

SAMHSA/CMHS

Technical/Cost Proposal:  Support for Project LAUNCH

This project provides policy-related support and develops materials for grantees of Project LAUNCH, a SAMSHA-funded project to promote physical, emotional, social and behavioral health among young children birth to age 8.  

Role: Principal Investigator

DHHS MC05056-05-00
Cooper (PI) 

07/1/08-6/30/10

Public Policy Analysis and Education Center:  Project THRIVE

This project supports the work of state early comprehensive coordinating systems funded by the Maternal and Child Health Bureau of the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).  Project staff provides responsive consultation, coordinates a virtual policy sharing network and distills the research to support best policies and practices that afford infants, young children and their families to quality health care and medical homes, early care and education, social emotional health, family and parent support and parenting education.

Role: Principal Investigator

MH07143                                                                                            Caton (PI) 
          05/01/08-4/30/09

NIH



The Effects of Runaway and Homeless Episodes on Educational Outcomes of Youth. 

This pilot study examined the relationship between one-time runaway, multiple runaway and homeless episodes on the educational attainment of youth compared with you who do not have such episodes.

Role:  Co-investigator

04-81785-000                                                                                      Cooper (PI)  

11/01/05-3/31/09

John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation







Unclaimed Children Revisited:The Status of Children’s Mental Health in the United States 25

Years Later.

The purpose of this study was to conduct a state-by-state analysis of the status of children’s mental health and related policies across the states with a particular focus on understanding and documenting state fiscal and administrative practices.  

Role: Principal Investigator

204.007



Cooper (PI) 
          01/01/04-12/31/08

John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation







Unclaimed Children Revisited:The Status of Children’s Mental Health in the United States 25 Years Later.

The purpose of this study was to conduct a state-by-state analysis of the status of children’s mental health and related policies across the states.  

Role: Principal Investigator

  
 Cooper (PI) 
         11/1/07 – 10/31/08

Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health Calderone Research Prize for Junior Faculty. Special Study on States’ Knowledge and Practices for Cultural and Linguistic Competence in Children’s Mental Health. This study sought to examine the level of institutionalization of culturally and linguistically competent strategies designed to reduce racial/ethnic disparities in access to mental health services among children and youth; identify best policy strategies that support cultural and linguistic competence. 

Role: Principal Investigator

FH029
Cooper (PI) 
           06/03/08-6/02/09

Zellerbach Family Foundation







Unclaimed Children Revisited: California Case Study.

This funding supported Unclaimed Children Revisited: California Case Study dissemination.

Role: Principal Investigator

Zellerbach Family Foundation 
Cooper (PI) 

03/01/06-3/31/08


Unclaimed Children Revisited: California Case Study.

The study sought to investigate the extent to which policies and practices in children’s mental health supported family-centered/directed care; culturally appropriate care and support services and early childhood and school-based preventive and early intervention approaches.

Role: Principal Investigator

20052443
Cooper (PI) 

11/1/05-4/30/08

The California Endowment 

Unclaimed Children Revisited: California Case Study. 

The purpose of the case study was to investigate the extent to which policies and practices in children’s mental health support family-centered/directed care; culturally appropriate care and support services and early childhood and school-based preventive and early intervention approaches.

Role: Principal Investigator 
Collaborator:

Reducing the Burden of Severe Stigmatizing Skin Diseases through Equitable Person-Centered Approaches to Health Systems Strengthening (RE-DRESS) NIHR200129: This NIHR proposed is led by Professor Sally Theobald from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. 
As a founding member of Liberia Center for Outcomes Research in Mental Health, LiCORMH, we have partnered with Johns Hopkins University and Institute for Development Studies in Future Health Systems to focus on innovations that promote health equity through research, research uptake and policy.   
2010-Present Interns and post-doctoral students from Emory University & Denver University (n=21)
	Emory University
	Denver University -MA Disaster Psychology

	Anuja Sharma, MPH 2018 
	Julian Wyatt, MPH, 2017
	Nadia Khansa 2018
	Brian Illlescu, 2014

	Mina Boazek, MD 2017
	Chris Slotta, MPH, 2017
	Tim Daniels, 2017
	Jessica Cabral, 2012

	Elena Derkits, MD-MPH 2014
	Haley Holt, MPH, 2013
	Krstin Roth, 2014
	Ysaye Zamora, 2011

	Kristen McCabe, MPH 2014
	Elise Basingame, MPH, 2013
	Brian Illiescu, 2014
	Linda Taj, 2011

	Stephanie Lambert, MPH 2013
	Rosalyn Schroeder, 2012
	Jamie Webster, 2011
	

	Tim Puetz, MPH, 2011
	

	Morehouse School of Medicine
	In Collaboration with UJMT Fogarty Global Health Fellowship Program

	Dr. Gilberte Bastien
	Aug. 2016-June 2018


Professional organizations and societies 

Member, Press Union of Liberia, Monrovia, 1983-1985

Member, National AIDS Program Board, Republic of Liberia, 1988-1990

Founding Member, Child Health Crisis Group, 1992-1995

Member, Board Citizens’ Committee for Children, 1994-1995

Member, New York State Medicaid Managed Care Advisory Council (MMCAC), 1994-1995

Member, Family Subcommittee, New York State MMCAC, 1995

Member, Minnesota State Advisory Council on Mental Health, Children’s Subcommittee 1996-1999

Member, Minnesota Special Education Advisory Council, 1998-1999

Member, SAMSA Workgroup on Cultural Competency Initiatives, 2002-2004

Member, American College of Mental Health Administration (ACMHA) now American College of Behavioral Health Leadership, 2004-present

Member, American Orthopsychiatric Association, 2005-2010 

Member, Government Affairs Committee, National Assembly on School-Based Health Care, 2005-2010

Member, Steering Committee, New York State Coalition for School-Based Primary Care, 2005-2007

Member, Multicultural Advisory Committee, New York State Office of Mental Health, 2006-2010

Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Evidence-based Dissemination Center, New York State Office of Mental Health, 2008

ACMHA 2010 Emerging Leaders Mentorship Program, 2009-2010

Member, Advisory Board, The Links Center: Leading Innovations for Neighborhoods, Kids, and Schools, 2009-2010

Member, Program Committee 13th NIMH Biennial Economics Conference, Bethesda, MD, 2006

Member, Advisory Board, Urban Institute: Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect by Linking Depressed Mothers to Effective Services, 2009-2010

Member, Advisory Board, Sesame Street: Economic Insecurity, 2009-2010

Member, Healthy People 2020 Early and Middle Childhood Work Group, 2009-2010
Member, Project Learn Advisory Board, Rutgers University (2010)

Advisor to the Board, Community Alliance for the Ethical Treatment of Youth (CAFETY) 2009- present

Member, Technical Coordinating Committee, Ministry of Health, MOH, 2010- present

Member, NGO Disability Alliance, 2011-present

Co-Chair, Psychosocial Subcommittee, Incident Management Systems Committee, National Taskforce on Ebola (June 2014-July 2015)

Member, Cross-Border Meeting on Ebola – Liberia Team (2014)

Member, Survivor Study, NIH, Liberia Team (2015)

Member, Institute of Medicine, Committee on Clinical Trials During 2014-2015 Ebola Outbreak (2015-2017)

Member, Expert Working Group, Ethics Issues in Public Health Containment for Ebola and Other Infectious Outbreaks in Low and Middle Income Countries (2015-2016)
Member, Lancet Commission on Global Mental Health (2015-2018)
Member, Steering Committee for the Inter-Ministerial Conference on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in Crisis Settings (2019)
Public Speaking: Selected Presentations:
Deliver 6-8 lectures and talks per year in many venues on our work. Selected examples  include:

WISH 2018  Panel Discussant: Mental Health in Conflict Settings; and, Agora presenter: Mental Health Trauma among Combat Refugees, November 13-14, 2018, Doha, Qatar

Consultation on mh-GAP Pre-Service Training: How to Build a Better Future Workforce Now, Liberia’s Experience with mh-GAP Training, Presentation at MH-GAP-ig Forum, October 11-12, 2018, Geneva, Switzerland 

IACAPAP 2018 Pre-Congress Course on New mhGAP-IG 2.0 Mobile App and WHO Caregiver Skills Training, July 23, 2018, Prague, Czech Republic

Does the Messenger Make a Difference: Religious and Traditional Leaders’ Role in Improving Access to Mental Health Services in Liberia, with Chris Slotta, World Psychiatric Association Congress, February 25-28, 2018, Melbourne, Australia 

Ebola in Liberia, Where were the Young Children? Implications for the Future Supporting Family and Community Investments in Young Children Globally: Workshop by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine and the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences, presenter:, July 27-29, 2015, Addis Abba, Ethiopia

Creating Policies to Support Trauma-informed Perspectives & Practices, 3rd Annual Symposium on Bridging the Gap, November 3, 2009, Fort Worth, Texas, USA

21st Annual Research and Training Conference, University of South Florida: Keynote Address: Elevating the Discussion: Creating Responsive Systems for Serving Children with Mental Health Challenges and their Families, February 26, 2008, Tampa, Florida, US
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