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Education:

1984 


Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana.




(BS with Honors, Biology)

1992


San Diego State University, San Diego, California. 




(M.P.H., Epidemiology and Biostatistics) 

1997


University of California San Francisco, San Francisco, California. 




(Ph.D., Medical Anthropology)

Professional Experience:

2009 –
Senior Officer, Medical Research


Health Authority – Abu Dhabi


Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates


Responsible for establishing and administering the health research infrastructure for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, including mechanisms for research ethics approval and grant funding.

2005-2009
Director, International Programs and Research

International Affairs, American Cancer Society

Atlanta, Georgia.

Responsible for planning and implementing the Society’s international research and capacity-building programs.

Lead author of The Tobacco Atlas, third edition (2009) and coauthor of The Tobacco Atlas, second edition (2006), comprehensive, current, and accurate scientific reports about the global tobacco pandemic.
Author of senior Society staff and volunteer editorials and position statements, scientific guidelines, and policy recommendations. Representative for media interviews, both print and television.
Supervisor of American Cancer Society University, the Society’s signature international training program for non-governmental organizations. Also guided the International Partners Program, the Society’s fellowship exchange program. More than 500 scholars trained and $3 million in seed grants disbursed.
Society representative to the Eastern Mediterranean region (22 countries between Morocco and Pakistan) and National Home Office liaison with the Arab-American community. Also established and developed productive working relationships with Society partners in Guatemala, Tanzania, and Vietnam.
Society lead investigator on international research projects, including India’s clinical trial of the VELscope for oral cancer screening and China’s One Million Women Breast Cancer Screening Study.
2001-2005
Manager, International Tobacco Surveillance

Epidemiology and Surveillance, American Cancer Society

Atlanta, Georgia.

Responsible for conducting national-level surveillance of the global tobacco pandemic in 196 countries. Conducted international research on cigarette smuggling, tobacco industry advertising to women, tobacco and tuberculosis, and tobacco agriculture.  Lead author for The Tobacco Control Country Profiles (2003).

1998-2000

Coordinator, Pesticide Poisoning Surveillance Program

Environmental Epidemiology, Florida Department of Health

Tallahassee, Florida.

Responsible for establishing a public health surveillance system for the state of Florida in cooperative agreement with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). Conducted surveillance for pesticide poisoning among farmworkers, pest control applicators, and the general public. Convened stakeholder working groups with representatives from state and federal government agencies, industry, labor, and environmental health groups.  Issued official reports and recommendations on legislation to protect workers and the public from the health effects of pesticide exposure. 

1993-1994

Instructor




Department of Anthropology, University of California Berkeley




Berkeley, California.




Responsible for teaching introductory medical anthropology 




courses and leading group study exercises for 100 undergraduate 




students per semester.

1992


Research Associate, National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal 



and Skin Diseases 








Bethesda, Maryland.




Conducted statistical analysis of human leukocyte antigen 





distribution among patients with idiopathic inflammatory 





myopathies.

Adjunct Faculty Appointments:
2003-

 
Assistant Professor, Hubert Department of Global Health




Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University




Atlanta, Georgia.

Service:

1984-1986

Peace Corps Volunteer

United States Peace Corps / Nepal

Kathmandu, Nepal.

Memberships:

American Public Health Association

American Anthropology Association 

International Epidemiological Association

Honorary Member, Non-Smokers’ Rights Association, Kathmandu, Nepal

Fellowship Committee, Fondo Anglesio Moroni (Anglesio Moroni Cancer Foundation; Torino, Italy).

Awards:

National Merit Scholar, 1980

Departmental Honors, Genetics, Tulane University, 1984

United States Public Health Service Training Grant, 1991, 1992

Regents Fellowship, University of California, 1992, 1994

Anthony Fellowship, University of California, 1993

Fulbright Fellowship, Institute of International Education, 1995

Rosenberg Fellowship, University of California, 1996

Appreciation Award, Florida Department of Health, 1998

Achievement Award, Manatee County Health Department, 1998

Charles C. Shepard Science Award, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2004 (Nominated)

Cesar Chavez Award, Sarasota/Manatee Farmworker Supporters, 2005

Appreciation Award, American Cancer Society, 2006

Appreciation Award, External Advisory Committee, University of Montana, 2008

Journal Peer Reviewer:
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BMC Public Health

Gaceta Sanitaria

International Journal of Public Health
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PLoS Medicine

Social Science and Medicine
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