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RESEARCH PROJECTS AND GRANT FUNDING
Linkages Between Caregiver Traumatic Stress, Mental Health, and Substance Use, and Behavioral Health Services Utilization for Youth in the Juvenile Justice System
NIH/NIDA R25 subaward: Piper, Modrowski, Sheerin (MPI)
Role: Principal Investigator (MPI)
Dates: January 2023- January 2024
Study Purpose: The purpose of this study was to conduct interviews and surveys with parents/guardians of justice-involved youth to (1) understand caregiver perspectives regarding family-based services for youths in the juvenile justice system and (2) evaluate the role that caregiver mental health, substance use, and experiences of trauma play in the receipt of mental health services.
Adoption of Family-Driven Substance Use Services in the Juvenile Justice System: A Pre-Implementation Assessment
NIH/NIDA F31: Piper (PI)
Role: Principal Investigator (PI)
Dates: June 2021- May 2024

Study Purpose: The purpose of this study was to conduct interviews with juvenile justice staff and justice-involved families in Georgia to understand their perceptions of family-driven substance use services, as well as understand barriers and facilitators to implementation in the juvenile justice setting. Findings from this study will guide the development and implementation of evidence-based services in juvenile justice facilities. 
Factors Related to the Adoption of Family-Driven HIV/STI and Substance Use Services in the Juvenile Justice System

NIH/NIDA R25 sub-award: Piper (PI)
Role: Principal Investigator (PI)
Dates: November 2021- October 2022
Study Purpose: The purpose of this study was to conduct surveys with juvenile justice staff in Georgia to understand implementation-focused determinants of family-driven HIV/STI and substance use services in the juvenile justice system. Findings from this study will guide the development and implementation of evidence-based services in juvenile justice facilities.
Evaluation of Link for Equity: A Program to Reduce Racial/Ethnic School Violence Disparities
NIH/NIMHD R01: Ramirez and Woods-Jaeger (Multiple PI)

Role: Graduate Research Assistant                                                                     
Dates: January 2019-Present    
Study Purpose: The goal of this study is to adapt, implement and evaluate Link for Equity, a culturally responsive program of trauma-informed care for ACE-impacted children, in 12 racially/ethnically diverse middle and high schools from Minnesota. 
Contributions: As the lead qualitative analyst for the project, I developed a team coding protocol and trained master’s students on qualitative research methods. I oversaw the coding/analytic process and led qualitative manuscripts and conference presentations. 
Piloting a Family-Centered Mental Health Intervention in Juvenile Detention Centers

Woods-Jaeger (PI)
Role: Graduate Research Assistant                                                                     
Dates: January 2019-Present    
Study Purpose: The goal of this study is to pilot test a family-centered mental health intervention in one Georgia juvenile detention center to understand program feasibility and acceptability from the perspective of families and justice staff. 

Contributions: As the lead qualitative analyst for the project, I developed interview guides, created a team coding protocol, trained master’s students on qualitative research methods, and oversaw the coding/analytic process. I am also leading qualitative manuscripts and participating in the study’s community advisory board. 
Integrating PrEP into Family Planning Services at Title X Clinics in the Southeast

NIH/ATN R01: Sales & Sheth (Multiple PI)
Role: Graduate Research Assistant                                                                     
Dates: May 2018-Present    
Study Purpose: This project uses an implementation science framework to conduct a mixed methods assessment of Title X-funded family planning clinics, develop PrEP implementation plans in 3 Title X-funded clinics in the US, and explore factors associated with PrEP uptake among women.
Contributions: I led several analyses which resulted in publishable manuscripts and conference presentations. Using survey data from over 200 clinics, I conducted a latent profile analysis to understand the heterogeneity in implementation determinants across sites. Based on key informant interviews, I also conducted a qualitative analysis to understand the models of PrEP care among Title X clinics in the Southern US. Currently, I am conducting a configurational comparative method (CCM) analysis to understand the conditions that produce successful PrEP implementation. 
Implementing Trauma Informed Care in HIV Primary Care Clinics in the Southeast
NIH/CFAR R03 and NIH/NIMH R56: Sales/Kalokhe (Multiple PIs)
Role: Graduate Research Assistant                                                                     
Dates: July 2017- Present
Study Purpose: The goal of this project is to comprehensively assess the capacity and readiness of Ryan White-funded HIV primary care clinics across the Southeastern to adopt and implement trauma informed care.
Contributions: I trained the team on qualitative methods (including theoretical approaches, codebook development, coding, and use of NVivo software). I analyzed mixed methods data and led/co-authored multiple published manuscripts and conference presentations, which assessed barriers and facilitators to trauma-informed care implementation. 
Reducing HIV and Substance Use in Detained Youth using Implementation Science

NIH/NIDA U01: DiClemente, Brody, Sales (PIs)


Role: Graduate Research Assistant                                                                     
Dates: February 2017- Present
Study Purpose: JJ-TRIALS (Juvenile Justice Translational Research on Interventions for Adolescents in the Legal System) is a multi-state/multi-site implementation science research project, which seeks to improve health outcomes for adolescents in the legal system. The project facilitated linkages to substance use treatment and HIV care among youth in need within the juvenile justice system.
Contributions: I conducted needs assessments with juvenile justice agencies, where I administered surveys and facilitated focus groups with staff. I led qualitative data analysis for the Georgia research center, where I developed codebooks and coded/analyzed transcripts using Atlas. I analyzed data from needs assessments to develop quarterly site feedback reports for each site. I collaborated with national workgroups to develop effective methods to analyze data and disseminate findings. I presented findings at conferences and wrote peer-reviewed manuscripts. 
Disseminating an HIV Intervention for African American Women in Faith Institutions
NIH/AHRQ R24: Wingood/ DiClemente (PIs)
Role: Graduate Research Assistant                                                                     
Dates: July 2016- May 2019

Study Purpose: The goal of this study was to assess institutional adoption of an evidence-based HIV prevention intervention, TEACH (Training and Empowering African American Churches on HIV/AIDS), among 24 historically Black churches in Atlanta. 

Contributions: I interviewed participants on their experiences with the TEACH program and their opinions about the role of churches in sexual health education. I led qualitative coding teams and codebook development. I coded and analyzed interviews using NVivo software, and led manuscripts and conference presentations. 
Implementation of Enhanced Recovery after Surgery (ERAS) Protocol in Children’s Hospitals 

Pediatric Research Alliance Grant: Raval (PI)

Role: Research Scholar

Dates: August 2016- May 2019
Study Purpose: The goal of the study was to assess readiness and willingness to integrate an ERAS protocol (which is standard of care for adults) into pediatric surgery, through the use of a Delphi method. 
Contributions: I conducted a Delphi process to evaluate the appropriateness of an Enhanced Recovery after Surgery (ERAS) protocol for pediatric colorectal surgery patients. I assisted with the development and dissemination of a national survey for pediatric surgeons, which assessed their willingness to implement an ERAS protocol. I facilitated an expert panel meeting at the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Conference in San Francisco, where a diverse group of stakeholders discussed the pros and cons of ERAS. I also created a compendium of the literature on ERAS elements and co-authored publications related to the results of the Delphi method. 
Development and Evaluation of an Intervention to Reduce Pediatric Opioid Prescribing 

Pediatric Research Alliance Grant: Raval (PI)
Role: Research Scholar

Dates: August 2016- May 2019
Study Purpose: The purpose of this study was to develop, implement, and evaluate an opioid prescription reduction intervention for pediatric surgeons at 9 hospitals. 

Contributions: I assisted with the development and delivery of the educational intervention for pediatric surgeons at 9 hospitals across the US. I conducted chart abstractions to compare the amount of opioids prescribed before and after the intervention, to evaluate intervention effectiveness. I analyzed the data and led the manuscript/conference presentation on the results of this study. 


  

Evaluating the Emerge Project: A Treatment and Prevention Program for Substance Abuse, HIV, and Hepatitis among Young Adults of Color
SAMHSA H79: Collins/Aholu (PIs)

Role: Evaluation Project Associate
Dates: January 2018- January 2019
Study Purpose: We conducted a process evaluation of the Emerge Project, which delivered treatment and prevention services to young adults of color. 
Contributions: I collaborated with a local non-profit clinic to evaluate the Emerge Project. I developed data collection instruments and collected and analyzed process evaluation data. I wrote and presented quarterly evaluation reports. I also developed strategies and recommendations to enhance program implementation at the non-profit. 
Using Agent-Based Simulations to Understand Disparities in Influenza Transmission 

NIH/MIDAS U54: Grefenstette, Kumar (PIs)

Role: Research Fellow

Dates: May 2014- June 2016

Study Purpose: The Models of Infectious Disease Agent Study (MIDAS) is a collaboration of research and informatics groups to develop computational models of the interactions between infectious agents and their hosts, disease spread, prediction systems and response strategies. I specifically utilized the agent-based simulations to understand population-level disparities in influenza transmission and studied the mechanisms (behavioral, social, and policy-level factors) that influenced disparities. 

Contributions: I ran an agent-based modeling framework (Framework for Reconstructing Epidemiological Dynamics or “FRED”) and analyzed data outputs (using STATA) to investigate the mechanisms that led to disparities in respiratory infection rates. I co-authored manuscripts and presented findings at conferences. 

         

Understanding the Impacts of Underground Mining on Stream Health

Pennsylvania Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land Conservation Act: Tonsor (PI)
Role: Research Fellow
Dates: April 2013-April 2014
Study Purpose: Pennsylvania Act 54 (Pennsylvania Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land Conservation Act) was enacted to study the impacts of underground coal mining (which is a large industry in southwestern PA) on the environment. Our team specifically studied the impacts of mining on stream ecosystems and overall stream health. 
Contributions: I collected stream samples and taxonomically identified specimens in the water. I used SAS and R to quantitatively analyze the changes in stream health before and after a mining event. I co-authored peer-reviewed manuscripts, conference presentations, and state reports. 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Course: Advanced Topics in Implementation Science (GH 706), Emory University

Term: Spring 2023
Role: Teaching Assistant
Level: PhD Level course
Course: Translation and Implementation Science (GH 509), Emory University
Term: Spring 2023
Role: Teaching Assistant

Level: Masters Level Course
Course: Fogarty Implementation Science Course (MSCR 510), Emory University 

Term: Fall 2022

Role: Teaching Assistant

Level: International Fogarty Graduate Students (Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Georgia)
Number of students: 25

Course: Translation and Implementation Science (GH 509), Emory University
Term: Spring 2022
Role: Teaching Assistant

Level: Masters Level Course
Number of students: 59
Course: Qualitative Research Methods (BSHES 538), Emory University
Term: Spring 2020

Role: Co-Instructor
Level: Masters Level Course
Number of students: 28

Course: Community Assessment (BSHES 524), Emory University 
Term: Fall 2019

Role: Teaching Assistant 
Course level: Masters Level Course
Number of students: 25
Health Educator
2015-2016                                                                                               
American Red Cross Outreach Educator

Preparedness Team
Math Tutor
2011-2012
Algebra and Pre-Calculus
INVITED LECTURES
Keynote Speaker: CFAR Prevention and Implementation Science Methods Workshop                    May 18, 2022
Invited Speaker: Alumni Panel Discussion, Emory University                                                           Mar 21, 2022                           
Guest Lecturer: Translation and Implementation Science (GH 509), Emory University                  Mar 15, 2022

Guest Lecturer: Prevention of Mental and Behavioral Disorders (BSHE 586), Emory University   Oct 25, 2021
Invited Speaker: Adolescent Trials Network Analytic Webinar                                                          July 27, 2021
Invited Speaker: Maternal and Child Health Journal Club, Emory University                         November 10, 2020 
Guest Lecturer: Prevention of Mental and Behavioral Disorders (BSHE 586), Emory University   Sept 28, 2020
Invited Speaker: “Ask a PhD Student” Panel, Emory University                                                        Oct 18, 2019
Guest Lecturer: Prevention of Mental and Behavioral Disorders (BSHE 586), Emory University      Nov 4, 2019

Guest Lecturer: Behavioral Epidemiology (BSHE 516), Emory University                                        Nov 5, 2019
Invited Trainer: NVivo Software Training, Emory University                                                           July 16, 2019
Invited Trainer: Qualitative Data Collection and Analysis Training, Emory University                   May 14, 2019
Guest Lecturer: Qualitative Research Methods Course (BSHE 538), Emory University                   April 9, 2019
Invited Trainer: Qualitative Methods Training, Emory University


                                July 2017 

Invited Trainer: NVivo Software Training, Emory University




        July 2017 
ADDITIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT                                                                                    

Coincidence Analysis Training, University of Bergen, Norway, June 2022

Qualitative Comparative Analysis Training, University of Houston, April 2022

PI Crash Course, Columbia University, Jan 2022

Implementation Mapping to Plan Implementation Strategies, D&I Conference, Fall 2021

Criminal Justice Research Training Program, Brown University, Fall 2021-Spring 2023

Configurational Comparative Methods Intensive 3-Day Course, Regenstrief Institute, Fall 2020
Fundamentals of Implementation Science Certificate Course, University of Washington, Fall 2020
Configurational Comparative Methods Workshop, Dissemination and Implementation Conference, Fall 2019
SERVICE AND DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION (DEI) WORK                                                                                

Consulting Researcher for the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice Family Advisory Council Work Group
Co-Led DEI workgroup in the Department of Behavioral, Social, and Health Education Sciences, Emory University

Editorial DEI Advisory Board member for Implementation Research and Practice Journal

THRIVE Community Action Board Member to promote health equity among youth in Georgia

INVITED REVIEWER FOR PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS                                                                                   
Journal of Adolescent Health

Implementation Science Communications

Clinical Epidemiology

Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment

Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS                                                                                       
Academic Consortium on Criminal Justice Health (ACCJH)

Justice Community Opioid Innovation Network (JCOIN)
SIRC, Society for Implementation Research Collaboration

D&I, Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health

NEISE, Network for Evaluation and Implementation Sciences
“All Things Configured” Configurational Comparative Methods (CCMs) National Workgroup

APHA, American Public Health Association

SOPHE, Society for Public Health Education 

THRIVE Community Action Board Member
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